
STUDENT FELLOW
Eco-Solidarity Circles
Saint Paul School of Theology

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Eco-Solidarity Circles is a nine-month leadership training program and virtual peer network for faith leaders, 
clergy, and organizers building social cohesion and collective resilience in response to the climate crisis. The 
program is directed by Dr. Aaron Stauffer, assistant professor of social ethics and community leadership at Saint 
Paul, in collaboration with Dr. Joerg Rieger (Vanderbilt University) and Dr. George Schmidt (Iliff School of 
Theology).

POSITION OVERVIEW

The Student Fellow supports the day-to-day administration and smooth operation of the Eco-Solidarity Circles 
cohort. This is a hands-on role suited to a Saint Paul student interested in the practical work behind faith-based 
organizing — program coordination, community platform management, and cohort support — alongside direct 
exposure to eco-theology and solidarity-economy praxis.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

•  Coordinate scheduling and logistics for monthly virtual cohort meetings and participant 1:1s

•  Maintain and moderate the cohort's private social/learning platform (posting materials, prompting 
discussion, troubleshooting access issues)

•  Track participant applications, enrollment, and scholarship requests; maintain accurate cohort records

•  Assist facilitators in preparing module materials — organizing readings, cueing videos, formatting 
discussion guides

•  Serve as a first point of contact for participant questions, routing anything substantive to program staff

•  Support outreach and recruitment for future cohorts (e.g., drafting application communications, updating 
program materials)

•  Take notes and track action items during cohort sessions and staff planning meetings

•  Assist with light data collection and reporting for program evaluation (attendance, engagement, feedback 
surveys)

QUALIFICATIONS

•  Currently enrolled Saint Paul School of Theology student (M.Div., MACM, or D.Min.) with interest in 
ecology, community organizing, or social justice ministry

•  Strong organizational skills and comfort managing multiple moving parts and deadlines

•  Excellent written communication; comfortable drafting emails and participant-facing materials

•  Familiarity with (or willingness to learn) virtual meeting tools and online community platforms

•  Self-directed, reliable, and comfortable working with a small remote/hybrid team

•  A genuine interest in eco-theology, solidarity economics, or faith-based climate response is a strong plus, 
though not required
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TIME COMMITMENT & ATTENDANCE

Fellows commit approximately 2 hours per week to program administration, plus mandatory attendance at each 
Solidarity Circle session, held Thursdays, 9:30–11:00am CT, on the following dates:

MODULE DATE

Module 1 Thursday, October 1, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 2 Thursday, October 22, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 3 Thursday, November 19, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

— December — off

Module 4 Thursday, January 28, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 5 Thursday, February 25, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 6 Thursday, March 25, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 7 Thursday, April 22, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 8 Thursday, May 27, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

Module 9 Thursday, June 24, 9:30 – 11:00am CT

COMPENSATION

This is a stipend-based position totaling $5,000 per fellow, disbursed in two installments of $2,500 at the end of 
each semester (fall and spring/summer terms). Stipend is contingent on fulfilling weekly administrative 
commitments and attending all scheduled Solidarity Circle sessions.

TO APPLY

Applications are due by September 28. Interested students should send a brief cover note and resume to:

Dr. Aaron Stauffer 

Assistant Professor of Social Ethics and Community Leadership 

Email:  aaron.stauffer@spst.edu
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