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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dr. Jay Simmons

Dear Friends of Saint Paul,

As you may be aware, our Student Council’s
theme for the 2024-2025 academic year was,
"We are Called, We are Enough!” Drawing from
1 Corinthians 12:12-13, this theme served as a
reminder of the power and purpose we derive
from standing together in times of challenge
and uncertainty.

As this annual report attests, Saint Paul School
of Theology counts all of you among a group
of alumni, trustees, faculty, staff, and friends
who support our students and our mission. In
a time when so many of our core values and
beliefs are condemned by some of the most
powerful voices in our nation, you have chosen
to join us in upholding our commitment to serve
as a community that welcomes any person of
goodwill who seeks to serve and assist others.
There are no divisions among people who accept
this simple, powerful maxim as the foundation

for theological education, ministry, and life in the
broader community.

Thank you for your support in advancing
this ideal through our faculty, staff, and most
especially our students. Your generosity ensures
that we continue to prepare the next generation
of clergy and lay leaders for innovative ministry
that openly affirms the value and worth of
every single human being. Saint Paul continues
to prepare students whose ministries promote
unity, respect, and love for all.

On behalf of all of us at Saint Paul, thank you for
so generously supporting this vital work. Thanks
to your help, we are enough.

With gratitude,

Jay Simmons

President, Saint Paul School of Theology




1heo)Logic
Studio

Saint Paul

(Theo)Logic Studio

The (Theo)Logic Studio on the Oklahoma Campus is a game-changer
for innovative, creative ministry. Whether you're a student or an alum,
this cutting-edge space offers everything you need to bring your

digital ministry ideas to life—from podcasting and video production
to creating dynamic digital content. Don’t miss out on this unique
opportunity to enhance your ministry and share the Good News in
fresh, impactful ways! Ready to get started? Contact AlannaIreland at
Alanna.ireland@spst.edu to reserve your studio time today!

4




Pause/Play Center
for Preachers

Discover the Pause/Play Center, a unique haven
for preachers seeking to rejuvenate their creativity
and spirit! Thanks to the Lilly Endowment’s
Compelling Preaching Initiative, Pause/Play is
the first and only sacred space dedicated to the
well-being of preachers. It’s a sanctuary where
you can escape grind culture, heal from burnout,
and reignite your imagination through playful and
soul-enriching activities. Join our annual cohort
community for spiritual direction, engage in play-
based rejuvenation, and participate in coaching

sessions designed to restore your passion for
ministry. With our monthly podcast and annual
gatherings, you'll find a supportive community
eager to help you restore your “why.” Visit our
website to learn more and start your journey
towards a revitalized and meaningful ministry!

PLAYD PAUSE

pauseplaycenter.com




SAINT PAUL ALUMS:

Making a Transformative Impact on Ministry

At Saint Paul School of Theology, our community finds inspiration in our
alums’ profound impact on communities and congregations nationwide and
beyond. The fiscal year, like most, was notable for remarkable achievements,
highlighting the dedication and innovative spirit instilled in our graduates. Our
advancement team is proud to support one of our own who has forged a legacy
of leadership that consistently brings the Gospel’s transformative power to
diverse populations. Each year, we feature an alum whose extraordinary work
embodies the Saint Paul ethos, and this year, we are thrilled to spotlight the

Reverend Dr. Adam Shahan '16 ‘25.

Dr. Shahan, an esteemed Elder in the
Oklahoma Conference of the United
Methodist Church, exemplifies a lifetime
of dedication to ministry, beginning his
pastoral journey even in high school. He
has earned his Master of Divinity and
Doctor of Ministry degrees from Saint
Paul School of Theology, demonstrating
an unwavering commitment to theological
education while serving in active ministry.

His journey through various appointments,
including senior minister at Wesley Church
in Oklahoma City, and his most recent
appointment as senior pastor of New
Hope UMC, also in Oklahoma City, has
consistently led to increased attendance
and deeper involvement in discipleship
opportunities, illustrating his exceptional
ability to nurture spiritual growth within
the churches he serves.

The FOLINDATION for

EVANGELISM ‘

Harry Denman Evangaliam Award

Adam Shahan J




One of Dr. Shahan’s most impactful
innovations is the creation of “HomeGroups,”
an adaptation of traditional small-group
ministries designed to foster Wesleyan small-
group networks. This framework, complete
with a model and facilitator’s guide, has
significantly deepened faith, increased acts
of mercy, and introduced congregations to
their communities. His influence extends far
beyond his own church; the HomeGroups
model under Dr. Shahan’s consultation is
currently being implemented by churches
and at annual conferences across the

country. From Langston University Wesley
Foundation (an HBCU in Oklahoma) to the
multi-campus project at Salem UMC in lowa,
and even for racial integration projects at
Greenwood UMC in Mississippi, Dr. Shahan’s
work is revitalizing churches and expanding
the reach of the Gospel. In one notable
instance, his HomeGroup ministry at Moore
First UMC grew from twelve to over two
hundred people, leading to new missional
touchpoints and significant growth in

worship attendance, professions of faith,
and baptisms.

Dr. Shahan’s ministry model is “inclusive-
evangelical,” a powerful blend where
traditional faith meets contemporary needs
and the sacred work of justice and mercy
is seamlessly integrated. His enthusiastic
commitment to evangelism and a deep
empathy for all individuals resonates through
his actions and leadership. This dedication
was recently exemplified when individuals
seeking a church family found themselves
at Wesley Church, where, upon arrival,
newcomers always find radical welcome
and inclusion—a direct result of Dr. Shahan’s

“Dr. Shahan’s ministry model is
‘inclusive-evangelical,’ a powerful blend
where traditional faith meets contemporary
needs and the sacred work of justice and
mercy is seamlessly integrated.”




“Yes, and” ministry model. This approach has
led to new members and professions of faith
from people of all ages, economic, and social
statuses, particularly those welcomed off the
street who have found the transformative
love of Jesus through Wesley’s community
and Dr. Shahan’s Christ-centered preaching.

Dr. Shahan’s extraordinary efforts in
evangelism landed him the prestigious Harry
Denman Evangelism Award. This award,
presented annually to clergy and laypersons
who bring people into a life-transforming

relationship with Jesus Christ, perfectly
encapsulates Dr. Shahan’s lifelong dedication
to the Great Commission. His commitment to
“keeping the main thing, the main thing”—
which for him is always Jesus—allows him
to effectively lead, teach, and preach to a
diverse congregation encompassing various
backgrounds and beliefs. A dozen at Wesley
UMC, who had left the church due to past
hurts, have now rediscovered the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ through Dr.
Shahan’s impactful leadership.

“His commitment to ‘keeping
the main thing, the main thing’—
which for him is always Jesus—
allows him to effectively lead,
teach, and preach...”

The accomplishments of alums like Rev. Dr.
Adam Shahan ’16 ‘25 are a testament to the
enduring value of a Saint Paul School of
Theology education. His work in expanding
the reach of the church, fostering deep
spiritual growth, and championing inclusive
evangelism directly reflects the mission of
our institution. We are incredibly proud of Dr.
Shahan and all our alums who are making a
difference in the world, and we extend our
deepest gratitude to our institutional donors
whose generous support makes this vital
work possible. Your contributions empower
us to continue shaping leaders who transform
lives and communities for Christ.



CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY:

A New Online Portal for Saint Paul School

of Theology Alumni

This summer, Saint Paul School of Theology
(SPST) has beendiligently working on an exciting
new initiative designed to strengthen the bonds
within our incredible alumni community. We are
thrilled to announce the ongoing launch of a new
online alumni portal, a dynamic digital space
crafted to serve as a vital support mechanism
for all SPST graduates. This is not just a website;
it is a living, breathing hub designed by and
for our alumni, reflecting the organic and
ever-evolving nature of our shared journey

in ministry.

Our vision for this portal is comprehensive:
it will be a centralized directory to help
reconnect with classmates, a rich resource
center brimming with valuable information,
a best practices storehouse to share and
discover insights, and a dedicated job

posting site to facilitate professional connections
within the SPST network. Imagine finding an old
friend, accessing a theological paper, sharing a
successful ministry strategy, or even discovering
a new calling—all within a single, intuitive
platform.

As our staff traveled to various United Methodist
churches and other denominational conferences

Saint Paul -
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this summer, we were delighted to offer a sneak preview of
the portal to one hundred of our alumni. The feedback was
overwhelmingly positive, and these early interactions have
been invaluable in refining the portal’s features to ensure
it meets the demanding needs of our alumni community.

What makes this portal truly special is its organic design.
We have built it with the understanding that the community
is diverse, with a wide array of interests and passions. That
is why a key feature of the portal will be the ability for
alumni to create and join affinity groups. Whether you are
enthusiastic about interfaith dialogue, rural ministry, social
justice, or a specific denominational focus, you can connect
with fellow alumni who share your interests. This fosters
a sense of belonging and allows for the collaborative
exchange of ideas and support tailored to your unique
ministry context.

At SPST, we believe that learning and support do not end
at graduation. This new online portal is a testament to our
ongoing commitment to each student’s success and well-
being in the ministries they provide. We are confident that
this resource will prove to be an indispensable tool, helping
the SPST family stay connected, informed, and empowered
as they continue to profoundly impact the world.

REGISTER AT:
http://alumni.spst.edu/




OUR DONOR BILL OF RIGHTS

DEVELOPED BY:
Association of Fundraising Association for Healthcare
Professionals (AFP) Philanthropy (AHP)

Council for Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE)

Giving Institute: Leading
Consultants to Non-Profits

PHILANTHROPY is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life.
To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence
in the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

A DONOR BILL OF RIGHTS

I =To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization intends
to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use donations effectively for their
intended purposes.

Il = To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s governing
board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment in its stewardship
responsibilities.

Il = To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements.

IV = To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were
given.

V = To receive appropriate acknowledgment and recognition.

VI = To be assured that information about their donations is handled with respect
and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

VII = To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations of
interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

VIIl = To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees
of the organization or hired solicitors.

IX = To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an
organization may intend to share.

X = To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt,
truthful and forthright answers.

ADOPTED IN 1993 * COPYRIGHT AFP, AHP, CASE, GIVING INSTITUTE 2015 * ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), all rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from the Association of Fundraising Professionals



OUR GENEROUS DONORS

PRESIDENT’S

COUNCIL

(Gifts of $10,000 and up)

Anonymous

Rev. Neil B. Blair ‘80

Broadhurst Foundation - Mrs. Ann Shannon
Cassidy

Dr. William R. ‘75 and Mrs. Sally J. Clark

Mr. Harold D Cleberg

Mr. D. Gene Damewood ‘63

Reverend David ‘08 and Reverend Julia
Elmore ‘08

The Sally Ann Firestone Foundation

Great Plains Annual Conference

Rev. Adam J. and Mrs. LaVon M. Hamilton

Kansas Area United Methodist Foundation

Mona and Melvin Winger Family
Foundation

Mr. Walter and Mrs. Diane Mooney

Mr. James C. Mordy

Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation

Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Peggy Strickland

Strickland Properties-Rogers & Peggy
Strickland

U. E. and Sarah Sims Trust

LEADERSHIP

COUNCIL

(Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999)

Anonymous

Mrs. Dana M. Aldridge

Mr. Arden L. and Mrs. Margaret Borgen

Dr. Elizabeth Campbell

Church of the Resurrection Foundation

Mr. Thomas R. and Mrs. Jane M. Cox in the
name of Mavis Aimquist-Schmidt

Mr. Jeffrey C. Londa

Dr. Eugene L. and Mrs. Sarah G. Lowry

M & G Farms-Martie & Dianne Floyd and
Gary & Marla Floyd

Platte Woods United Methodist Church

Mr. Stan and Mrs. Linda Shipman

Mr. Fredrick J. and Mrs. Julie F. Thatcher

The Foundation for Evangelism

Mr. Roger and Mrs. Jan Winslow

PACESETTER

COUNCIL

(Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous

Anonymous

Mr. Tom Cochran

Mr. Mark and Mrs. Debbie Faulkner

General Board Higher Education/Higher
Education & Ministry

Lemon Family Foundation

Dr. Robert W. Magee ‘90

Dr. Sondra H. Matthaei ‘69

Mr. James T. and Mrs. Margaret J. McKitrick

Missouri United Methodist Church
Foundation

Bishop Fritz A. Mutti ‘75

Dr. Jay K. Simmons and Mrs. Jenne’ C.
Simmons

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church - Rev.
Wayne Alloway

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Marilyn Taylor

Rev. Shirley Textor

Mrs. Deanna and Mr. Larry Van Cleave

Dr. Stanley J. Vogel and Rev. Sandy K.
Vogel ‘98

SAINT PAUL

COUNCIL

(Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499)

Anonymous

Rev. Jennifer Ahrens-Sims ‘14 & Mr. Eddie
Sims

Rev. Dan R. Allen ‘77

Dr. Gary L. ‘85 and Mrs. Laurel A.
Armstrong

Mr. John W. lll and Mrs. Cynthia S. Ballard

Rev. Andrew ‘04 and Mrs. Erin Bryan

Rev. EvaMarie Herndon Campbell

This Saint Paul Annual Report contains a list of gifts received from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.

Rev. Wayne G. ‘63 and Mrs. Margee Castle

Dr. Stanley Copeland in honor of Dr. Tex
Sample

Mrs. Lois F. Crampton

Mr. Roger and Judith Drake

Mr. Edwin H. and Ms. Wanda Hayes Eichler

Rev. Lauren Ekdahl ‘74 and Mrs. Shirley
Ekdahl

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Karen Farrell

First United Methodist Church Estate in
Chanute, KS

Rev. Barry Freese and Mrs. Kimberly Freese

Reverend Jack and Rev Marilyn Gregory

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Susan Held

Dr. Amy S Hogan and Mr. Brad Hogan

Dr. Nancy R. Howell and Mr. David K.
Firman

Mr. Richard L. Jantz

Johnson United Methodist Women

Rev. Nick Kaufmann Mamisashvili

Rev. Karen Lampe ‘02 and Mr. Les Lampe

Madden-Mallory Foundation

Manter UMC

Lori and Chris Markes

Rev. Robert and Mrs. Marilyn Degler
McClean

Rev. Myron F. and Mrs. Karen McCoy

Mr. and Mrs. Richard McKnight

Matthew A and Jenna M Mills



Dr. Amanda Morris

Rev. Dan Norwood ‘17

Mr. Keith and Mrs. Doris Olsen

Mrs. Gail Parker

Dr. Michael and Mrs. Tari Parmely

Rev. Nancy R. ‘05 and Mr. Scott W. Pauls in
memory of Ernie Raker Memorial Fund

CH(COL) Marion D. Pember USA RET

Rev. Dr. Dustin ‘03 and Rev. Dr. Shelly
Petz ‘02

Rev. Dr. Tex S. and Mrs. Peggy Sample

Ms. Paula K. Sauder

Mr. Norman R. Simmons

Mr. Joe and Mrs. Susan Sims

Mr. Joe and Mrs. Susan Sims

Rev. Robert and Mrs. Betsy Stutes

Rev. Davis and Laura Thompson

Thompson Family Foundation

Trustee

Rev. J. Larry Vallery ‘71

Mr. Richard W. and Dr. Eileen C. Vautravers

Dr. Laurence A. and Mrs. Joyce E. Wagley

Mrs. Donna M. E. Walker

Mr. David T. Walker @ Walker Farms

Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr. and Mrs. Emily W.
Weems

Dr. Gus S. Il and Mrs. Suzie Wetzel

Rev. Mariellen S. Yoshino ‘88

SAINT PAUL

ASSOCIATES

(Gifts of $500 - $999)

Alumn

Rev. Dr. Charlotte A. Abram ‘89

Paul and Debra Babcock

Mrs. Sharon L. Bliss

Dr. Jim Brandt & Dr. Kathy Fuger

Mrs. Donna Lea Clark Fuller ‘14

Charles and Bette Hampton

Mrs. Marilu Herrick

Dr. Jeanne Hoeft

Dr. William Hunter

Roger and Susan Jespersen in memory of
Dane Jespersen, son

Rev. Ed & Mrs. Myra Kail

Rev. Terry D. Koehn ‘97 and Mrs. Daena
Koehn

Rev. Steve J. Langhofer ‘75 and Ms. Karen
Anderson

Mr. Chuck L. Morris

Rev. Jerry and Mrs. Barb Oakland

Rev. John and Mrs. Sylvia Poe

Rev. Jan Rhind

Rev. Sharon G ‘84 and Mr. Jack E. Rubey

Dr. Angela D. & Mr. Terron Sims

Rick Thornton

Rev. Dr. David R. CH COL ‘77 and Mrs. Lola
M. Van Horn

SAINT PAUL

BUILDERS

(Gifts of $250 - $499)

Rev. Paul L. Akin ‘72

Rev. Eduardo Bousson ‘00

Rev. Lance R. Carrithers ‘92 and Mrs. Kristi
L. Carrithers

Deaconess Mandy Caruso-Yahne

Rev. Glenn and Mrs. Carol Fogo

Dr. John and Mrs. Ines Gilbert

Rev. Floyd E. Green, Jr. ‘70

Rev. Ken and Ms. Jeanette Grenz

Dr. Shannon and Dr. Patricia Jung

Rev. Kite

Rev. C. E. ‘85 and Mrs. Gloria McAdoo

Rev. David Sr. ‘68 and Mrs. Judith Moose

Rev. Laura L. Murphy ‘13

Rev. Dr. Tiffany A. Nagel Monroe ‘12

Dr. Gwendolyn A. Newkirk

Pastor Mark E. Randall ‘74

Rev. Janis K. Roorda ‘12

Rev. Lyle K. “81 and Susan . Schoen

Rev. Larry V. Shores ‘75 and Ms. Kathy L.
Diehl-Shores

Mrs. Sue S. Swender
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SAINT PAUL

STEWARDS

(Gifts of $100 - $249)

Alumn

Anonymous

Ms. Tammi Allensworth

Mrs. Beth Anderson

Dr. Mark H. and Dr. Melodee R. Armfield

Rev. David & Lynn Baker

Dr. David W. Baughman ‘87

Rev. Gary A. Beach

Rev. Leslie Boone

Dr. Paul and Mrs. Joni Bube

Rev. Charles and Mrs. Pam Buck

Rev. Cindy Buhman

Rick and Wendi Burns

Rev. Maria T. ‘06 and Mr. Keith E. Campbell

Mrs. Joyce M. Conard

Rev. Barbara Cain Einsel ‘69

Rev. Letha Ross Essinger

Rev. Shawn C. Franssens ‘06 and Mrs.
Catherine A. Franssens

Rev. Dorothy N. ‘84 and Mr. Richard A.
Friesen

Mrs. Ina T. Gray

Rev. Shannon N. Hancock ‘10

Rev. Deb Hanes-Nelson

Rev. L. Kyle Hern ‘76 and Mrs. Marie R.
Hern
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OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Rev. Robert L. Hill

Dr. Henry H. Knight Ill

Rev. Dr. Mi Hyeon Lee ‘97

Rev. Angela Rae ‘09 and Mr. Randy Loomis

Rev. Ginya C. ‘91 and Rev. William W.
Moore

Pastor Ronald Nicholas ‘72 and Mrs.
Dorothy Nicholas

Rev. Stephen and Lynne Overall

Dr. Steven H. Pohiman ‘79 and Mrs. Nancy
S. Pohiman

Alton R. Pope Family Trust

Rev. Edward Pruett

John F. Richter, UMC Pastor, Retired

Mr. Jim Ross

Mrs. Linda Sample

Rev. Dr. Don Schlichting

Mrs. Phyllis Schneider

Mrs. Mary A. Shaw

Bishop Ann B. Sherer

Mr. Fred Vahle

Mr. Jabari Wamble

Keith and Anne Wiedenkeller in honor of
Rev. Jeanne Hoeft

Mr. Paul Wilcox and Rev. Gayle M. Wilcox
‘07

Rev. David B. Wilson ‘66 and Mrs. Carolyn
T. Wilson

Rev. Donna L. Wise ‘07

Rev. W. Paul Woolley ‘87 and Mrs. Paulette
Woolley

Mr. Dallas and Mrs. Donna Ziegenhorn

SAINT PAUL
FRIENDS

(Gifts of up to $99)
Anonymous
Anonymous

This Saint Paul Annual Report contains a list of gifts received from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.

Anonymous

Mr. Jeff Alevy

Mrs. Sally Betta

Rev. Carolyn L. R. Bittner ‘04

Rev. William Campbell

Rev. Dr. Emanuel Cleaver Ill ‘07 and Ms.
Sharon Cleaver

Rev. Alan W. Gager

Rev. Dr. Brian Germano

Mrs. Carrie Hanson

Rev. Ruth C. Hotle ‘87

Dr. David W ‘70 and Dr. Marsha A. Kerr

Mr. John C. Korschot

Mrs. Ann Null

Rev. Dr. James D. Rhea

Rev. Kenneth and Mrs. Susan Rood

Sally A. Schwab

Dr. Jay K. Simmons and Mrs. Jenne’ C.
Simmons on behalf of Rev. Tino Herrera

Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Martha Sparks
Mr. Josef Walker

Dr. Steven Wells

Rabbi Michael and Karen Zedek

BEQUESTS
Alton R. Pope Family Trust

WOMEN IN MINISTRY

SCHOLARSHIP

Anonymous

Broadhurst Foundation - Ms. Ann Shannon
Cassidy

Lori and Chris Markes

Mr. and Mrs. Richard McKnight

Dr. Amanda Morris

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.

‘“-

2 Corinthians 9:7




EVENT AND
DONATION PORTAL

Saint|Paul

Do you need to update your mailing address? Do you want
to register for an upcoming lecture? Would you like to set
up recurring donations to Saint Paul? You can do all that and
more with our Event and Donation Portal. Just sign up to
create a login and all your donation and event information is
at your fingertips. Scan the QR code to set up your account.

WAYS TO GIVE

Every dollar makes a difference,
regardless of how you give. At Saint
Paul, we want to make the process
as simple as possible for you to
make a donation and change the
lives of our students.

Donate by Mail: Please make checks payable to:
Saint Paul School of Theology

Saint Paul School of Theology
Development Office - Group 3
P.O. Box 843740

Kansas City, MO 64184-3740

Donate Online:
Visit https://app.donorview.com/VIMAZ or give
online thru the Event and Donation Portal

Text2Give: Text GIVE to 913-320-5444

Legacy Giving: Make a planned gift by contacting
Tom Cochran, Executive Director of Development
and Alumni Relations at 913-253-5011 or

tom.cochran@spst.edu. .
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