Using Ministry Matters

Ministry Matters is published by the United Methodist Publishing House and brings together a collection of significant
resources for ministry and theological education. The collections include preaching, pastoral care, the Works of John
Wesley, and Bible Commentaries including the Abingdon Old and New Testament Commentaries and the New
Interpreter’s Bible.

The first thing to notice about Ministry Matters is that there are two reference collections. The Legacy Library and the
Research Library look and behave very differently.
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Some of the contents of the Legacy Library includes the New Interpreter’s Bible. This is at present the only online source
of this important commentary. Some volumes of the Abingdon Commentaries are included in the Legacy Library, while
some of them are in the Research Library.
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In the Legacy Library, the text of books has been converted to web pages that are organized in folders.

The Legacy Library includes the Bicentennial Edition of the Works of Wesley, though the most recent volumes have not
yet been digitized.
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If you need to cite a book you read on ministry matters, remember to get the copyright information from this link!
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Reading a text in the Legacy Library is like reading a web page. Note that if there are footnotes, they work like
hyperlinks.

NOW ~ 4 PREACH TEACH WORSHIP REACH LEAD (S RESEARCHLIBRARY G2 BINS & LOGIN

A History of Christian Thought 1

© Addto Bin > TABLE OF CONTENTS

¥

SEARCH ¥
BROWSE ¥

Justin Martyr

Not only for the number and extension of his works, but also for the
depth and originality of his thought, Justin Martyr is without any
doubt the most important of the Greek Apologists of the second
century. His city of origin was the biblical Shechem, which was then
called Flavia Neapolis.os A philosopher at heart, he came to
Christianity after an intellectual pilgrimage of which he himself tells in
his Dialogue with Tryphoz: But even after his conversion he did not set
aside the cloak of the philosopher, but rather claimed that in
Christianity he had found the true philosophy. This is the thesis of his
two Apologies—which are probably two parts of a single one.s Aristides

Justin Martyr  i—
As is to be expected in works of this nature, the Apologies of Justin Tati
are not systematic treatises on the Christian faith. In the First
Apology, after a very brief introduction, Justin says that it is
reasonable to abandon those traditions which are not good and to
love only truth. This is precisely what those to whom this work is
addressed must do, for they are known as wise people and
philosophers, and justice requires that Christians be not condemned
only for their name, but that one take into consideration what that
name implies before condemning them. Hence the need for an
exposition of what the name “Christian” really means, and what is the
relationship of Christians with the Empire, with good customs, and
with paganism. This is in short the argument of the First Apology,

which is repeated several times with some variations. Besides, there

The Research Library collection includes newer works in the same categories as are included in the Legacy Library.
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For example, volumes of the Abingdon Old and New Testament Commentaries not found in the Legacy Library are here.
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The look and feel of books in the Research Library are very different.
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To navigate within the book, use the Table of Contents menu at the top.
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You can print pages and chapters from the menu at the upper right. You also can create a personal account and save
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thought (cf., e.g., 2 Cor 1:5). The translators of the NRSV have rendered the
sentence as a direct exhortation (“I urge you . . ."), the first of many within this
letter. Others think that 1:18, though distant, picks up the thought of the opening
clause. Indeed, the incomplete sentence in verse 3 could serve as an open-ended
introduction to the remaining contents of the letter, thus presenting all the
letter’s exhortations as an extension of the earlier instruction to correct certain
people in Ephesus.

These people are not identified by name (cf. 1:20), a frequent tactic in this letter
and in other polemical writings of the period (see 1:3, 6, 19; 4:1; 5:15, 24; 6:10, 21;
see also Rom 3:8; 2 Cor 3:1). The effect is to portray the troublemakers as
shadowy figures with an indistinct past and to obscure their actual numbers and
influence. They are apparently, however, members or former members of the
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There are additional tutorials for the individual databases and library catalogs mentioned here
feel free to contact Lee or Richard for additional information or help:

Richard Liantonio

Kansas Library Coordinator
Library Room C134

Phone: 913-253-5036
Email: splib@spst.edu

Lee Webb

Saint Paul Librarian
Dulaney-Browne Library, Room 206
Phone: 405-208-5163

Email: Iwebb@okcu.edu
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