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223 – Worship and Sacraments
Course of Study

Summer Session, 2022
Online




Syllabus
  Instructor:  
           Dr. Phyllis Provost-Saas

  E-mail: 


phyllis@paulsaas.com
  Phone: 


(316) 347-9677




  Zoom info:

           room id: 3163479677
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3163479677

Zoom meetings: 
July 6, 6-8 pm

July 27, 8am-5pm and 1-5 pm

Forums: 

July 13-22
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Goals and Objectives:  223   Worship and Sacraments
This course examines the worship within The United Methodist Church including liturgy, sacraments, and special services.  Attention will be given to the pastor’s role as leader in worship.
Students will be able to:

1. Articulate a theology of worship consistent with the Wesleyan tradition, including reflection on the theology and rhythm of the Christian year. 

2. Articulate a Wesleyan theology of the sacraments and be competent in their administration.

3. Interpret theologically the rites of Christian marriage and of Death and Resurrection, and be able to lead such services as well.

4. Construct a worship service, and reflect theologically on the use of hymns, media, contemporary music, and lay leadership.

TEXT BOOK LIST

Unless otherwise noted, please use the most recent edition. (Digital formats are accepted as well)
Required Texts for 223 – Worship and Sacraments 
1. Worshipping with United Methodists: A Guide for Pastors and Church Leaders, Revised Edition, Hoyt Hickman, Abingdon Press, 2007, ISBN 978 0687335268 (Digital copy ok)

2. The Christian Year: A Guide for Worship and Preaching. Robin Knowles Wallace, Abingdon, 2011, ISBN‎ 978-1426703003 (Digital copy ok)

Reference Materials 

1. Gayle C. Felton, This Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion (Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 2006; ISBN 978 0881774573) 
Also available free online at: 

       https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/gbod-assets/generic/THM-BYGC.PDF 
2. Gayle C. Felton, By Water and the Spirit: Making Connections for Identity and Ministry (Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1998. ISBN 978 0881772012) 

Also available free online at: https://s3.us-east-1-amazonaws.com/gbod-assets/generic/BWASWITHINDEXINTRO.PDF
United Methodist Book of Worship (available in hard copy and also free online at: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship 
3. United Methodist Book of Discipline (available in hard copy and also free online at:
Book Of Discipline & Book Of Resolutions Free Versions | UMC Books | Cokesbury
4. United Methodist Hymnal -available in hard copy, as an app, or as free reference material at: https://hymnary.org/hymnal/UMH
5. www.UMC.org
Recommended/Supplemental Texts and Resources for Further Insight and Study, 
1. Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (Faith and Order Paper no. 111, the "Lima Text") – A free download: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/i-unity-the-church-and-its-mission/baptism-eucharist-and-ministry-faith-and-order-paper-no-111-the-lima-text , Download : FO1982_111_en.pdf  (*Text is also available for sale on Amazon as a printed/bound copy)

2. McFee, Marcia, The Worship Workshop: Creative Ways to Design Worship Together (Abingdon Press, 2002;ISBN 0687046343)


The professor will be happy to point students toward other helpful books and resources, and invites students to share resources they have found helpful to also share with classmates. 
Please note: Each course has:
Assigned texts. Students are required to read them, use them in their assignments and are accountable in the classroom for any discussion or presentation of materials. 
Free Reference materials provided. Students are strongly encouraged to explore and use them both in this course and as tools in their ministries. While they are not classroom texts, they will greatly assist in writing assignments and as resources to have available for guidance in leading confirmation classes and in leading congregations in their understandings of worship and the sacraments.  
Recommended/Supplemental texts, videos, experiences and resources which are valuable but optional for students wanting to go deeper in pursuing an area of ministry or study.
Students may acquire the books in a variety of ways:  Order from Cokesbury.com; order from Amazon, Apple or another vendor either as hard copy or in Kindle edition; purchase a used book; borrow from a colleague or church library.
 

CLASS STRUCTURE:

ZOOM ORIENTATION Class Meeting—July 6, from 6-8 pm CST for an introduction to the class.  Attendance is required for all students. A computer or tablet with a camera are preferred – and please plan to have your camera and mic on during class to facilitate discussion.  Your invitation link is:
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3163479677

ONLINE FORUMS:

FORUMS - 2 forums per week (a total of 4 forums) -- in which we will pose questions, explore concerns and challenges and share insights as we support each other’s ministry.
· Online Engagement weeks of July 13-22.
· Post: July 13, respond July 15

· Post: July 20, respond July 22

· In these two weeks I will post 2 forums per week. Each of the 2 forums will invite reflection on course material for the week (provided in assigned videos).

· Students engage these forums by making initial posts (250 – 300 words) in response to the forum topics.  

· Students respond to initial posts by at least two other students in each of the forums (50 – 100 words) 

· Initial forum posts by students must be done by Wednesday by 11:59 pm of each week to allow students to write at least two responses to their classmates by Friday 11:59 pm.

· Forum postings on time will count and be graded as class participation and attendance. 

· Please read all posts.

ZOOM ONLINE CLASS DAY MEETING Meet from 8-12 and again 1-5 pm CST — July 27
Classes will be held via Zoom for 10 hours (combination of orientation and class day) to meet GBHEM policies and educational best practices. 
You will receive a zoom invite with link from (instructor).  A computer or tablet with a camera are preferred – and please plan to have your camera on during class to facilitate discussion.  

*Zoom class and forum presence and participation is worth 20 points (20% of your grade).
ASSIGNMENTS:

I. Assignment 1 – a 10 pg. paper in 3 parts, due Aug. 3
· In preparation, read Hoyt Hickman’s Worshipping with United Methodists: A Guide for Pastors and Church Leaders. In writing this, you will also find it useful to incorporate language from the Book of Worship, This Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion and By Water and the Spirit: Making Connections for Identity and Ministry.
**I encourage you to not complete this paper until after our July 27 meeting.**
· Section I: Theology of Worship: approx. 3 pages, (900-1200 words), covering the following:
· Based on your readings, our discussion, and your own experience, what is worship to you? What is the purpose of worship? 

· What is the purpose of corporate worship and what needs to happen there?

· Critically reflect on your weekly worship services. What’s working/achieving its purpose, and what isn’t? Both the overall service and examining the individual elements of it. (You will NOT be downgraded if you share identified areas that need improvement. Rather, I ENCOURAGE you to not only identify areas that could be made stronger/more effective, but to intentionally and creatively explore how they might be made to do so.)

· Section II: Your Understanding of the Sacrament of Holy Communion: approx. 3 pages, (900-1200 words), covering the following:

· In light of your Hickman and “This Holy Mystery” readings and class discussion (again, please footnote when you cite readings), writing as though you were writing for the Board of Ordained Ministry, respond to the Book of Discipline question, “What is the meaning and significance of communion?”
· How would you best describe the United Methodist beliefs and practice regarding this sacrament? (How is this sacrament offered and understood?)
· How would you describe your personal beliefs as they relate to United Methodist doctrine and practice?

· Section III: Your Understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism: approx.. 3 pages, (900-1200 words), covering the following:
· In light of your Hickman and “By Water and the Spirit” readings and class discussion (again, please footnote when you cite readings), writing as though you were writing for the Board of Ordained Ministry, respond to the Book of Discipline question, “What is the meaning and significance of baptism?”

· How would you best describe the United Methodist beliefs and practice regarding this sacrament? (How is this sacrament offered and understood?)

· How would you describe your personal beliefs as they relate to United Methodist doctrine and practice?

This assignment is worth 30 points (30% of your grade).
II. Assignment 2 (=equivalent of a 5 pg. paper) An In-class group assignment, exploring new tools, new approach, and ways to make worship more meaningful and God focused. Due: July 27
· In preparation, read the Christmas and Easter sections in The Christian Year. For additional study, (optional but helpful), you may be interested in exploring how other online churches structure effective experiential worship services. (Such as Church of the Resurrection. See their free Sharechurch resources.  Are there other services you’ve heard of that have been particularly meaningful to someone? You might choose to check them out in preparation for creating your own.) You might also be interested in checking out some written resources such as Marcia McFee’s The Worship Workshop. (Also optional, but helpful.)
· Work as a group to create and present a 15 min. worship service (no sermon).


       Including:

1. Threshold moment and unifying theme/metaphor/anchor image
2. Fill out and use: Tech sheet, Group Project form, synopsis

3. In class, you will verbally describe challenges and learnings from the experience.
(*Your post-class assignment uses the same process and forms, but is done by you and your “Short term ad hoc worship team” at your location. Instead of verbally describing challenges and learnings, you will briefly write them out.)   
*This assignment is worth 20 points (20% of your grade).
Assignment 3: Post-Class Practical Ministry assignment, due Aug. 17
Practical ministry response: Using what you’ve learned and reflecting on it. 
· Part I:   Brief paper (3 pages) describing your specific plan for how you will use what you’ve learned in this class to enrich your congregation’s practices and your leadership of Holy Communion and Baptism.

· Part 2:  Create an experiential worship service working with a single metaphor and single theme, with each element of the service enriching and reinforcing the chosen scripture and central worship theme. Engage as many of the 5 senses as you can.

· Work with a Worship Team of 1-5 other people (preferably from your church) to create a worship service based on what you have learned in this class. (It does not have to actually be given as a service, just created on paper, with a video of what you might do as a threshold moment. Be creative! If there were no obstacles, what might you be able to do to be initiate and nurture this time as a time of true connection with Christ?
· Together, fill in, and turn in, your Group Project/Final Project Form.

· Create and turn in a completed Threshold Moment (does not have to be actually presented in church. Just create one as you would present it. Upload a video of your presentation to Moodle. (*Let me know if you have difficulty doing this.)
· Turn in a synopsis of the service.

· Create and use a tech sheet in your planning (using the model tech sheet given). Turn it in along with your paper.( This is separate from the final paper itself.) 
*Remember, you are not preaching the METAPHOR or THEME—you are using them as tools to focus on preaching the SCRIPTURE in the clearest, most focused, experiential and personalized way as possible.
Written response will be about 5 pages--Or 3-4 page response and brief video. Detailed information will be given at orientation meeting.     *This assignment is worth 30 points (30% of your grade).
Source Grading Criteria 

I want to know if you’ve really read the required texts, listened in class, pursued recommendations to get the best understanding of the material and what you have gained from this knowledge. I want to then see how you are able to internalize it, incorporate and use it in practical application in your ministry. You are the “resident theologian” in your ministry setting. Does it appear to me that you are confident and able in not only understanding but in teaching those who are depending on you to do so? 

Is your work clear, coherent, engaging, original and focused? Does your writing integrate theory, experience and critical analysis? Did you use good grammar, proper format and footnoting? Are you responding to and engaging with the actual questions asked of you in this assignment? (i.e. meeting the minimum requirements of the assignment) How much did you go above and beyond to achieve excellence? Was your work turned in on time?
Do I believe that you will be able to effectively provide an atmosphere and experience of worship that will draw people closer to Christ and equip them for the journey—and encourage their own ministries and discipleship? Does your worship service provide focus on what you are wanting to teach and experience? How well are you really helping them to focus on their personal relationship with and understanding of God? Does the service flow well, inviting people into a deeper experience of the Holy or are there distracting elements inherent in it? Did you pay attention to the variety of actual needs and learning styles of your congregation? Are they really going to feel like they have WORSHIPED today?

Final LETTER Grades
 

Special notes:

*Late papers receive a grade no higher than C (unless by prior approval and special accommodation) and may receive no credit.

*Missing one 1 hour class session (unless by prior approval and special accommodation) results in no credit for the course. [per COS policy]

*Assignment weights and percentages:
   Forum and Zoom class participation: 20 points
   Assignment I: Written paper: 30 points

   Assignment 2: Group Project: 20 points

   Post Class Practical Ministry Assignment: 30 points
Course Policies:

In this course, we have multiple accountabilities. First, we are accountable to the Triune God and the Christian life and work to which we are called. Second, we are accountable to the Church and to the believers who make up the COS community. Third, we (instructor and students) are accountable to the Course of Study Policies and Guidelines, which help us to be faithful to our calls, the Church, and each other.  I refer you to the GBHEM COS Policies but will highlight a few important expectations in this course.

Class Attendance

“A student is expected to attend every class session. Unexcused absences may be cause for loss of credit or dismissal from the school. A student missing twenty percent (20%) or more of the classroom (and/or zoom) work shall not receive credit for those classes. Online work shall be included in the attendance policy.” [GBHEM COS Policies and Guidelines, page 5]

Academic Integrity Statement/Plagiarism

All students are expected to document the sources they use in their written work properly. All words from the source should be quoted and cited even if only one unique word, a phrase, or model and typology headings. The use of a concept, idea, or fact must also be given recognition. 

Any violation of COS’s policy on may result in a zero for the assignment, course, and disciplinary action against the student may be taken, including, but not limited to, dismissal.

Note from the instructor: To avoid plagiarism, which is taking someone else’s ideas or words/phrases/sentences and representing them as your own. In this course, be sure to use quotation marks to indicate when you’re quoting an author. Use footnotes to cite the places where anyone can find the quoted material or ideas. I recommend using Kate L. Turabian’s A Manual for Writers. See the folder posted in Moodle to learn the style expected. A quick reference guide is found at: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-notes-and-bibliography-citation-quick-guide.html
See/contact the instructor whenever you need writing support or advice.

Sexual Harassment and Racial Harassment

Note from the instructor: The two policies are too lengthy to quote here, but I refer you to the texts in the GBHEM COS Policies and Guidelines, pages 19-23. Needless to say, the expected practice in our classroom will be to encourage, respect, and support each other in our work. The classroom is not a competitive or contentious place, but a collaborative and mutually responsible setting.

Learning Accommodation

As part of its commitment to equal opportunity, the Seminary is committed to providing qualified individuals with disabilities with reasonable accommodation. Students seeking accommodation should contact Margaretta Narcisse, the Associate Dean of Student Affairs, at margaretta.narcisse@spst.edu. 

This office maintains the forms necessary for medical documentation of disabilities required before any accommodation can be considered. Following receipt of medical documentation from the student, the Associate Dean of Student Affairs will determine reasonable accommodations for specified needs, including identifying persons to whom this information will be released.

GBHEM POLICY:

https://www.spst.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/COS-Policies-and-Guidelines-v.2021.pdf
Saint Paul Course of Study School

Expectations and Preparation

The mission of the Course of Study School is to educate and share in the formation of Local Pastors as effective and faithful spiritual leaders of the ministry of the Church, the body of Jesus Christ in the world.

Our agreement with the Division of Ordained Ministry, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry in Nashville is that we will provide a year-round experiential and classroom learning process. This process assumes cooperation among the instructors, the students and clergy mentors in the annual conferences.

The Division of Ordained Ministry recommends a guideline of 15-20 pages of written work for each course. That translates into 30 to 40 pages of written work for each module. If a student takes four classes (two modules), that individual will write about 80 pages during the year.  Those papers are based on the reading of approximately 4-5 textbooks per class.

In order to keep our promise of year-round learning, and to keep the assignments from accumulating and overwhelming a student, the book list is available for students so that they can begin reading as early as possible. We encourage students to put dates on their calendars and plan for reading days, as well as time for writing. You know the demands of certain religious seasons such as Advent, Lent, and Easter. Work around them.


The writing manual approved by the Saint Paul Course of Study School faculty is Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th edition.
      It is recommended that each student have a good collegiate-size American English dictionary    
      of the student’s choice in paperback or hardcover and copyrighted since 1998.

In the event of an emergency situation, a student may request an extension from the Director (not assigned faculty) to the due date for advance assignments. This request may be made via email, and if granted, may extend to a three week maximum. A student may only receive two extensions during their tenure as a Saint Paul Course of Study student – so use them wisely. If assignments are not completed, the policies of the COS are such that the student may be asked postpone participation in a particular session of COS until that individual can complete all of the work. 

Learning can be fun. Consider your reading as a dialogue with authors – some will be more interesting than others. All will have something to teach us. Share the learning process with friends or colleagues or interested members of your congregations. 

Instructions for sending assignments to COS office at Saint Paul School of Theology

Course of Study Students are to upload their papers through Moodle.  You will need to set up a Moodle account in order to submit your assignments.  If you need assistance in setting up your Moodle account, please contact cos@spst.edu for informational handouts.  Additional questions on Moodle can be directed to our IT help desk at helpdesk@spst.edu (hours: M – F 8:00am – 5:00pm).

as of 2/22/21

